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“Infrastructure and Institutions:

Lessons from History”
Speaker / #EE
Professor Dan Bogart, UC Irvine

Abstract / #EBEEE

Many studies quantify the effects of infrastructures on economic welfare in the past with the aim of informing

policy makers today. A different group of historical studies examines how infrastructures came about and how they
were financed. These latter studies often highlight the role of the franchise and democracy. In this essay, | review
historical studies on infrastructure and institutions, especially formal political constraints. One consistent finding is
that policies to fund and place infrastructure in locations largely reflect the aims of those in power or with greater
political influence. This illustrates one of the channels by which political institutions ultimately affect economic

development. History offers a range of lessons, more of which can be uncovered through future research.
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Ph.D., Economics, UCLA, 2003; M.A., Economics, UCLA 2000;
B.S., Economics, University of Minnesota 1998; B.A., Summa Cum Laude, History, University of
Minnesota 1998; B.A., Mathematics, University of Minnesota 1998
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2003 2009, Assistant professor, Department of Economics, UC Irvine
2009 2019, Associate professor, Department of Economics, UC Irvine
2019 present, Professor, Department of Economics, UC Irvine
Editorial and other social activities (selective):
2009 2013, Editorial Board, Journal of Economic History
2015 2018, Co Editor, European Review of Economic History
2018 present, Co Editor, Journal of Economic History
2018 present, Executive committee member, International Economic History Association (IEHA)
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1.“ Extractive Institutions? Investor returns to Indian railway companies in the Age of High Imperialism” (joint
with Latika Chaudhary), Journal of Institutional Economics 15 (2019): 751-774.

2.“ Canal Carriers and Creative Destruction in England's Transport Sector” (joint with Mike Lefors and Max
Satchell). Explorations in Economic History 71 (2019): 1-24.

3.“ Party Connections, Interest Groups, and the Slow Diffusion of Infrastructure: Evidence from Britain’s First
Transport Revolution.” Economic Journal 128 (2018): 541-575.

4. “Engines of Growth: The Productivity Advance of Indian Railways, 1874-1912" (joint with Latika
Chaudhary). Journal of Economic History 73 (2013): 339-370 (awarded the Cole Prize for the best article in
Journal of Economic History 2013).

5.“ A Global Perspective on Railway Inefficiency and the Rise of State Ownership, 1880-1912.” Explorations in
Economic History 47 (2010): 158-178.

6.“ Making Property Productive: Reorganizing Rights to Real and Equitable Estates in Britain, 1600-1830"
(joint with Gary Richardson). European Review of Economic History 13 (2009): 3-30.

7." Did the Glorious Revolution Contribute to the Transport Revolution? Evidence from Investment in Roads
and Rivers.” Economic History Review 64 (November 2011), 1073-1112.

8.“ Nationalizations and the Development of Transport Systems: Cross-Country Evidence from Railroad
Networks: 1860-1912.” Journal of Economic History 69 (2009): 202-237.

9." Turnpike Trusts and the Transportation Revolution in Eighteenth Century England.” Explorations in Economic
History, 42 (2005): 479-508 (awarded the Explorations Prize for best article in Explorations in Economic
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