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“Land or Sea”? How Geography Shaped the Emergence of Colonialism in
Asia and Africa”
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Tirthankar Roy is a professor of economic history at the London School of Economics and

Political Science. He studied economics in India, took a doctorate from the Centre for
Development Studies (Kerala, India), and taught economic history and topics on development in

India, USA, and the UK. He is the chief editor of Economic History Review, the leading field journal.

He has published extensively on subjects ranging from the handicraft industries, to business
history, imperialism, central banking, music, and environment. His recent and forthcoming books
include Monsoon Economies: India’s History in a Changing Climate (MIT Press, 2022), and Water:
The Troubled Economic History of the Arid Tropics (Oxford University Press, New York,

forthcoming).
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