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History, Public Discourse and Competitive Advantage:
British Analysis of Japan's Economy during the Twentieth Century

#imE  Janet Hunter (London School of Economics and Political Science)
S BEE (E RS RIKRF)

Janet Hunter is Emeritus Professor of Economic History at the London School of Economics. She
has published on a diversity of topics relating to the economic history of modern Japan, including
the development of communications, the history of Anglo-Japanese economic interactions, the
evolution of the female labour market, and the development of consumption. Most recently she
has worked primarily on the history of business ethics and ‘commercial morality’ and the
economic history of natural disasters. Recent book publications include ‘Deficient in Commercial
Morality’? Japan in Global Debates on Business Ethics in the Late Nineteenth — Early Twentieth
Century (Palgrave Studies in Economic History, 2016) and Ethics, Business and Capitalism:
Thailand and Indonesia in an Asian Perspective (ed. with Patnaree Srisuphaolarn, Pierre van der
Eng & Julia Yongue) (National University of Singapore Press, 2024). Janet is currently finalising a
monograph on the economic impact of the Great Kanto Earthquake, and her chapter on ‘Gender,
Labour and Consumption in Industrializing Japan, c.1850-1950" will be published in The Oxford
Handbook of East Asian Gender History (ed. Barbara Molony, Hyaeweol Choi & Janet Theiss).
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